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STEP SIX 
 

Were entirely ready to 
have God remove all 

these defects of char-
acter. 

 
 

TRADITION SIX 
 

An A.A. group ought 
never endorse, fi-

nance, or lend the A.A. 
name to any related 

facility or outside en-
terprise, lest problems 

of money, property 
and prestige divert us 
from our primary pur-

pose. 
 
 

CONCEPT SIX 
 

The Conference recog-
nizes that the chief ini-

tiative and active re-
sponsibility in most 

world service matters 
should be exercised by 
the trustee members 

of the Conference act-
ing as the General Ser-

vice Board.   
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Sat,  July 11 – MICYPAA Beach Bonfire 
Meeting—starting at 6p, meeting at 7p  
Makena, see website (date change for JULY 
ONLY!) 
 
Sat, June 13 – Iao Picnic—every second Sat. 
starting at 11am -  food and fellowship, 
hosted by Dawn Patrol, see website for 
more info 

TO VIEW MORE EVENTS  
SEE OUR WEBSITE: AAMAUI.ORG 



 

 
             

 “An A.A. group ought never endorse, finance, or lend the A.A. name to any related facility or 
outside enterprise, lest problems of money, property and prestige divert us from our primary 

purpose.” 
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In thinking about writing this article on Tradition Six, I remembered that Bill W wrote about the 12 tradi-
tions in the Grapevine magazine way back in the early days of Alcoholics Anonymous.  When I read Bill’s 
article below, it remains relevant, almost 80 years later!    
 
Jeanna T – Kihei, HI   
 

Tradition Six (AA Grapevine, May 1948) from The Language of the Heart – Bill W’s Grapevine 
Writings (pages 83-84.) 
“The sixth of our Twelve Points of AA Tradition is deemed so important that it states at length the rela-
tion of the AA movement to money and property.   
This Tradition declares in substance that the accumulation of money, property, and the unwanted per-
sonal authority so often generated by material wealth comprise a cluster of serious hazards against 
which an AA group must ever be on guard. 
Tradition Six also enjoins the group never to go into business nor ever to lend the AA name or money 
credit to any “outside” enterprise, no matter how good.  Strongly expressed is the opinion that even 
clubs should not bear the AA name; that they ought to be separately incorporated and managed by 
those individual AAs who need or want clubs enough to financially support them. 
We would thus divide the spiritual from the material, confine the AA movement to its sole aim, and en-
sure (however wealthy as individuals we may become) that AA itself shall always remain poor.  We dare 
not risk the distractions of corporate wealth.  Years of experience have proven these principles beyond 
doubt. They have become certainties, absolute verities for us. 
Thank God, we AAs have never yet been caught in the kind of religious or political disputes which em-
broil the world of today.  But we ought to face the fact that we have often quarreled violently about 
money, property, and the administration thereof.  Money, in quantity, has always been a baleful influ-
ence in group life.  Let a well-meaning donor present an AA group with a sizable sum and we break 
loose.  Nor does trouble abate until that group, as such, somehow disposes of its bankroll.  This experi-
ence is practically universal.  “But,” say our friends, “isn’t this a confession of weakness?  Other organi-
zations do a lot of good with money.  Why not AA?” 
Of course, we of AA would be the first to say that many a fine enterprise does a lot of good with a lot of 
money.  To these efforts, money is usually primary; it is their lifeblood.  But money is not the lifeblood of 
AA.  With us, it is very secondary.  Even in small quantities, it is scarcely more than a necessary nui-
sance, something we wish we could do without entirely.  Why is that so? 
We explain this easily enough; we don’t need money.  The core of our AA procedure is one alcoholic 
talking to another, whether that be sitting on a curbstone, in a home, or at a meeting.  It’s the message, 
not the place; it’s the talk, not the alms.  That does our work.  Just places to meet and talk, that’s about 
all AA needs.  Beyond these, a few small offices, a few secretaries at their desks, a few dollars apiece a 
year, easily met by voluntary contributions.”   
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Aloha my dear Maui AA fellowship ~ 
 
Currently, face to face TTOSBT [To Thine Own Self Be True] is my HG (Home Group).  
When I arrived Maui 2001, Central Office Manager's name was Bob and UpCountry Women's meeting at 
Po'okela church was my first Homegroup on island. As a sober newly solo Mama of two, arriving here from 
NoCal with my old "Blueberry" Volvo wagon and several additional programs along with solid sobriety, we 
acclimated to Hawaiian life via years of jungle, ocean and homeschooling prioritized just after sobriety.  
 
Having been in service to Maui Central Office over most all these years since then, sometimes in person and 
sometimes remote, I decided to write Today to share some ES&H [experience, strength, and hope] to en-
courage more of us to add this AA 12 Step service opportunity to our lives.  
 
Yes, occasionally people call asking for directions or to clarify meeting information or needing assistance on 
aamaui.org. More frequently, in my experience, are the "one of a kind" calls that represent the reality of the 
very reason we continue to make this hotline available. The changes in technology over the past 25 years or 
so are so vast, as many of us know, I could only have kept an accurate tally with pencil and paper and I didn't 
~ which is concurrent with everything else about my AA program other than the Steps, Traditions & Con-
cepts of our program.  
 
Not only have I taken calls and spoken with spouses, parents, visitors, Al-Anon's, bewildered drunks, angry 
alcoholics, frustrated alcoholics, happy alcoholics, appreciative alcoholics … I have also helped people who 
have called looking for essential AA material of every kind and sometimes it's available at Central Office, 
sometimes it's available online … sometimes the person calling will be requesting guidance about how to 
have a piece of literature laminated for an AA related event … sometimes it's the printshop downstairs 
(below Central Office in Wailuku) and they have accidentally received USPS mail for us and want to know 
how to make sure we get it, sometimes an event on Maui is in the works and contacts/arrangements need to 
be made through us (AA Maui Central Office). There is MUCH, MUCH, MORE and the job of our Central Of-
fice Manager (the umbrella to all these calls and Phone Angels) is almost unending (which means that per-
son also needs healthy self-care boundaries.) 
 
Please help us help ourselves even if you only cover one shift. Please. It's very rewarding in multiple ways.  
 
It works because we work it. WE>i 
 
Mahalo Nui Loa, 
 
Pamela B.  
12/13/1992 SB 
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The principle of step 6 is WILLINGNESS. 

 

At step 6 I was told by my sponsor that I was ready to look at ‘being entirely ready have God remove all my 

defects of character.’  

“What does that mean”, I asked myself?  

 

In step 4 I had identified things that had brought me physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual bankruptcy. 

Things that had been blocking the sunlight of the spirit.  

 

In step 5 I had honestly confided them to God, and to my sponsor.  

 

Now, in step 6, it was time: 

to be willing,  

to be entirely ready,  

to have God remove all these defects of character. 

 

To be willing to recognize my character defects. 

To be willing to be entirely ready to let go and let God. 

To be willing to participate in my own recovery. 

 

I loved the gentleness of what I was being asked to do … to simply be willing.  

My experience had brought me to a trusting place with the words in the Big Book, the 12 x 12, my sponsor, 

and other trusted members of our fellowship.  They all told me I could do this, if my attempts were honest,  if 

I was willing, and if I took action. It wasn’t a theory anymore, it was fact. 

 

I chose to step into willingness and do the next right thing. The plan for me was to be willing, and ready, to do 

differently.  

 

My sponsor told me to make a list of the opposites of the character defects I’d recognized in step 4 , and spo-

ken about in step 5. 

If I would normally lie, I’d be ready tell the truth. 

If I would normally interrupt, I’d be ready to shut up and just listen.  

If I’d normally be mean,  

I’d be ready to say a kind thing, or do a kind action. 

I’d act myself into right thinking, and right being! 

 

Prepared with a list of opposites, I was to think of common scenarios that would come up where one of my  

 
 

“Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.” 

Continued on next page ... 
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character defects was likely to surface.  
I was then to picture that same scenario playing out with me doing the opposite better behavior, being the 
better version of me. Wow, interesting! I really liked the way that felt. 
 
With this “script“ tucked into a pocket of my mind and heart, I moved forward, more equipped, more pre-
pared to do differently. When the time arose that bad behavior had an opportunity to play out,  I’d reach for 
a tucked away opposite that I’d decide upon early, and practice doing differently.  
It was an effort, but I was told that one day it would not be an effort, and that’s when God has removed it. 
 
All of this willingness to be entirely ready was preparing me for the next call to action, step 7, Humbly asking 
God to remove my shortcomings. 
 
I had a plan, and practice with, implementing better behaviors that would replace the shortcomings that 
would be removed. 
 
I was given the opportunity in step 6 to experience and practice willingness. I made the effort to do different-
ly, and today, most of the time, it isn’t an effort at all. Thank you, God! 
 
My world, and the world of those around me, is so much better for me being willing to be entirely ready have 
God remove my character defects. For that I am so grateful. 
 
 
Jody E 

Continued from previous page ... 
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      Where to Send Contributions: 

Contributions to Maui Intergroup 

Make checks payable to:  

Maui AA (include Group name, #) 

70 Central Ave, Suite #1, Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Members may contribute online  

CLICK HERE 

 

Contributions to Districts 

Make checks payable to: 

each individual District, include Group name, # 

Kihei District #11      P.O. Box 815, Puunene, HI 96784 

No Ka Oi District #5  P.O. Box 843, Puunene, HI 96784 

 TriIsland District #13  P.O. Box 11814, Lahaina, HI 96761 

 

Contributions to GSO 

Make checks payable to:   

GENERAL FUND 

General Service Office   

PO BOX 2407 

James A Farley Station 

New York, NY 10116-2407 

 

Contributions to Hawaii Area 17 

Make checks payable to:  

Hawaii Area Committee (include Group name, #) 

Hawaii Area Committee    

PO Box 1413  Honolulu, HI 96806 

The Seventh Tradition 

states:  

 “Every A.A. group ought to  

be fully self-supporting,  

declining outside  

Contributions...”   

While contributions cover 

each group's rent and other 

expenses,  

the Seventh  

Tradition is essential 

at every level of A.A. ser-

vice.  

It is both a privilege and a 

responsibility for groups 

and members to ensure 

that not only their group, 

but also their intergroup/

central office, local ser-

vices, district, area, and the 

General Service Office re-

main self-supporting. This 

keeps  

A.A. free of outside influ-

ences that might divert us 

from our  

primary purpose —  

to help the  alcoholic who 

still suffers.  

- source aa.org 

 

https://www.aa.org/aa-contributions-self-support
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Crossword Answer Key will be published in next months Gazette :) 
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Continued on next page ... 

Maui AA Intergroup Meeting Summary 
May 9, 2026 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 pm by Chair – Mark 
Opened with Serenity Prayer and A.A. Preamble. 5th Tradition share by Jody (GSR – Sober Wahine.)  
 
PRESENT:  
Steering: Mark– Chair; Jimmy James– Alt Chair; Jeanna – Secretary; Michelle – Office Manager (Kevin – Treas-
urer – absent.) 
Intergroup Reps:  Bill– Maui Sunset; Livit – Women’s AA Way of Life; Trish – TTOSBT Zoom; Ann (Upcountry 
Sunrise); Carl (Kihei Beach Group); Jack (To Thine Own Self Be True); Mateo (Monday Night Misfit Toys/Better 
than Gold); Val (Dawn Patrol) 
District/Area reps:  Eli – Alt DCM, District 5; Tim – DCM – No Ka Oi District 5; Jody – GSR – Sober Wahine; Lau-
rie – GSR - Upcountry Sunrise 
Members:   
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES: Motion/Second by Livit (Women’s AA Way of Life) and 
Trish (TTOSBT – Zoom) and passed to accept the 4/11/26 minutes. 
 
INTERGROUP REPRESENTATIVE GROUP REPORTS: 

Livit – Women’s AA Way of Life:  All is going well; Alt-IG and Alt-GSR positions open; Women from recov-
ery center sometimes attend the meeting. 

Bill – Maui Sunset:  All is well, still 7 days/wk at Waipulani Park. 
Ann – Upcountry Sunrise:  The group is considering hosting Gratitude Night. 
Trish – TTOSBT Zoom:  Meets 6 days/wk on Zoom, 7:30 am. Asked about a QR code for group – discussion 

followed:  since groups don’t have a tax ID number, typically group treasurers use their personal QR 
codes (Venmo) or Paypal for 7th Trad collection, then pay splits w/cash or check.  Group is getting 
more speakers from off-island for variety. 

Carl -- Kihei Beach Group: Group meets on grass of Kam III, 9 am Sundays.  Maui County will soon restrict 
parking to residents only until 10 am, so they’ll figure out how to deal with that when it goes into 
effect (no known start date.) 

Jack --To Thine Own Self Be True:  Group needs a GSR and permanent IG Rep. Meetings are well-attended. 
Mateo – Misfit Toys/Better than Gold:  Attendance is good; Groups are at same location and are com-

bined for representation. 
Val – Dawn Patrol:  Doing well, good attendance, having business meetings. 

 
OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT – Michelle (Central Office Manager):   

We have an opening for Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm so that we can have the office open that day. 
Phone coverage is good for now, but we can always use more back-up volunteers. 
Microsoft program is ending, so newsletter will be in a new format soon. 
Jody will write an article for Step 6, and Jeanna for Tradition 6, for the June Serenity Gazette. 
Mahalo to Eli and Trish for writing Step 5 & Tradition 5 for the May Serenity Gazette. 

 
HAWAII AREA/MAUI DISTRICT/STANDING SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

Jody (GSR) -- Sober Wahine:  All positions filled. Good attendance; will pass separate basket at mtgs for 
BBQ. 

Tim (DCM) – District 5:  Hawaii Area 17 has announced that groups can leave it out of the splits for the  
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Continued from previous page ... 

 
rest of 2026, due to sufficient funds at this time.  But please resume splits to Area 17 after 2026.  
Eli (Alt DCM) -- District 5:  No news at this time. District will meet this next Tuesday. 
Laurie (GSR) – Upcountry Sunrise: No news to report. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT- Mark gave the April report in Kevin’s absence:  See report in the Serenity Gazette:   

Motion/Second by Jack (TTOSBT) and Carl (Kihei Beach Group) and passed to accept the Treasurer’s Re-
port. 

 
STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT – Mark:   

Mark attended the Hawaii Area Panel 75 Inform the Delegate Assembly April 18-19. 
The Steering Committee unanimously approved the hiring of Michelle as our Central Office Manager. 
We approved that Intergroup (steering committee, IG reps, etc.) host group for Founders Day at the Cam-

eron Center from 12:30 to 3:00 pm on Saturday, June 13th.  We need to have cleanup pau at 4 pm. 
Note that we will move our Intergroup meeting up a week to June 6th.  Jeanna to confirm availability of 

meeting room with Good Shepherd. 
Intergroups on four islands will sponsor a Zoom workshop to discuss the “Upside-Down Triangle” in AA.  
The new building owner has offered a new one-year lease for Central Office, with rent at $625/month, 

including electricity.  Steering committee has approved the lease agreement and we will execute the 
document soon. 

Please consider being a part of the Intergroup Steering Committee, including positions for the next panel.  
A reminder that all AA members are welcome to our Steering Committee meetings – see below for 
day/time. 

Phone transfers are now working more smoothly.  Wednesday in-office volunteers needed, along with 
backups for Mon-Fri. Call the office for training sessions (808-244-9673.) 

Founders Day host sign-up sheet passed around – take back to your groups, as we’ll need many volun-
teers. 

 
TAKE BACK TO GROUPS: 

Our next Intergroup-sponsored event will be Founders’ Day on June 13th at the Cameron Center.  We’ll 
need lots of help for this event from your group members. 

Service Opportunities: Office Volunteers needed Wednesdays 10am-1pm; backup volunteers (office, 
phones, etc.) also needed; Serenity Gazette articles needed. 

Steering Committee Meeting, 2:30 pm or TBA on the Monday before the Intergroup meeting. 
Next Intergroup meeting is Saturday, June 6th, 6 pm at Good Shepherd Church, Wailuku. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jeanna T, Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

 
Maui AA Intergroup thanks you  

for your generous contributions! 
 

Without your financial support,  
Central Office cannot exist to serve  
A.A. members and groups on Maui. 
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INFLOW: May   

Starting Balance $15,870.52  

Total Group Contributions this month: $1,862.27  

Literature Sales $218.00  

TOTAL INFLOW THIS MONTH $2,080.27  

YEAR TO DATE INFLOW $14,800.65  

OUTFLOW: May   

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

Hawaii Equity Management (rent) $625.00 

Hawaii Equity Mgmt (add'l security deposit) $100.00 

Founders Day Rental Fee (Cameron Ctr) $235.00 

Office Max (supplies) $69.43 

Liability Insurance Premium $311.00 

IRS Federal Witholding $572.16 

Hawaii State Witholding $268.30 

Spectrum (Internet) $113.95 

AAWS (literature) $443.28 

Mgr salary month of May $1,260.00 

TOTAL OUTFLOW THIS MONTH $3,998.12 

YEAR TO DATE OUTFLOW $27,868.26 

THIS MONTH NET INFLOW: ($1,917.85) 

YEAR TO DATE NET INFLOW: ($13,067.61) 

ENDING BALANCE $13,952.67  

Prudent Reserve $21,025.02 

 CONTRIBUTING  GROUPS May 2026 YTD 

11th Step Meditation Kihei   $1,053.57  

11th Step Meditation Pukalani   $50.00  

Anonymous Contributions $150.00  $612.65  

At Some of These We Balked   $0.00  

Back to Basics   $0.00  

Big Book - Online   $0.00  

Can Do Maui-Lahaina Group   $0.00  

CDM Men's Stag North Shore   $0.00  

CDM Mens Stag Kihei   $220.03  

Club 449/Acceptance $130.00  $224.80  

Dawn Patrol   $0.00  

Emotional Sobriety   $152.41  

Friendly Island - ONLINE   $0.00  

Friday Night YP Group $60.00  $60.00  

HICYPAA   $749.14  

Hana Group   $0.00  

Hawaii AA Ohana - ONLINE   $0.00  

Hair of the Dog $692.00  $692.00  

High In The Sky   $0.00  

Intergroup - Monthly Meeting $36.00  $161.00  

Kalama Park Happy Hour $156.00  $156.00  

Keep It Simple Sunday (Molokai)   $0.00  

Kihei Sunday Beach Group   $114.68  

Kihei Morning Serenity $145.17  $145.17  

K'ue Meeting   $1,600.00  

Ladies Night - Lahaina   $47.00  

Lahaina Whalers   $0.00  

Living Sober   $65.67  

Makawao Speaker Meeting   $0.00  

Maui Sunset   $711.28  

Misfit Toys   $0.00  

Maui Strong   $0.00  

New Awakening   $0.00  

No Ka Oi Group   $0.00  

Ohana Group  $373.10  $592.10  

Online Member Contributions   $146.03  

Paia Pono   $0.00  

Paniolo Group   $0.00  

S. A. M. Meeting (ONLINE)   $0.00  

Saturday Night Speakers   $0.00  

Serenity (Molokai)   $0.00  

Spinners   $0.00  

(A) Spiritual Awakening   $0.00  

Sober & Crazy   $50.00  

 Sober Wahine  $120.00  $160.00  

Something Better Than Gold   $390.80  

Sisters of Sobriety   $90.00  

To Thine Own Self Be True   $622.00  

TTOSB (ONLINE)   $67.47  

Turning Point/Living It Up   $261.00  

Upcountry Speaker   $84.00  

Upcountry Sunset   $0.00  

Upcountry Sunrise   $400.00  

Womens AA Meeting (ONLINE)   $0.00  

Wailuku Group   $140.00  

Wake Up Call   $0.00  

Womens AA Way of Life   $200.00  
MONTHLY TOTAL $1,862.27  $10,018.80  
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Meeting Guide is a 
free-of-charge 
meeting finder 
app. 
The app helps people 
find A.A. meetings 
and resources near 
them. A.A. service 
entities provide the 
meeting data for the 
app. Meeting Guide is 
available for iOS and 
Android smartphones. 
Meeting Guide syncs 
with area, district, 
intergroup/central 
offices and 
international general 
service office 
websites, relaying 
meeting information 
from more than 400 
A.A. service entities 
directly to the app.  

 

More Information/Island Contacts  

 

Oahu AA  

808. 946. 1438 

oahuaa.org 

 

Kaua’i AA  

808. 245. 6677 

kauaiaa.org 

West Hawai’i AA (Kona)  

808. 329. 1212 

westhawaiiaa.org 

 

East Hawai’i AA (Hilo & Puna)  

808. 961. 6133 

easthawaiiaa.org 

Maui AA Intergroup  

 
One simple way individuals and groups can support Maui Intergroup is 
by purchasing AA Conference-approved literature through Central 
Office. Literature sales help generate revenue that supports Inter-
group services, including meeting information, phone support, out-
reach efforts, and other resources that help carry the message of re-
covery across Maui. By ordering books, pamphlets, and other recovery 
materials locally, members not only provide valuable tools for new-
comers but also help strengthen the services that benefit the entire 
AA community.  

https://oahuaa.org/
https://kauaiaa.org/
https://www.westhawaiiaa.org/
http://easthawaiiaa.org/
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Heading to Lana’i for the weekend?  
 

Don’t forget to check out the Saturday Island Fever Meeting! 



 

Thank You to our 
Central Office Volunteers! 

 
Office:  

Kris, Ann, Lei 
 

Phones:  

Bill D., Melissa, PAMELA B., KRISTINA, JiMMy J. 

Keep Coming Back 

Contact Maui Serenity Gazette 

808-244-9673 

70 Central Ave., Suite 1, Wailuku, HI 96793 

The Maui Serenity Gazette is published monthly in electronic format in an effort to keep costs down.. 

We also print a number of copies for those without computers. See your Intergroup Rep for a free copy. 

To register for FREE email delivery, send your email address to: info@aamaui.org .  

The Gazette is also online at: aamaui.org/gazette 

You can contribute articles on any A.A. subject. Anything you wish to submit should be received by the 

end of each month to be included the next month. Full Submission Guidelines are also on the website 

listed above. 

Articles are not intended to be statements of A.A. policy, nor does publication of any article imply endorsement 
by either AA or the Maui Serenity Gazette. In the spirit of fellowship, we welcome your suggestions and input.     
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https://aamaui.org/contact/

