
 

 

start drinking again. 

Hiding behaviors from 

people that cared about 

me. Yes, there was 

some insanity for sure. 

I was told to read the 

book, Came to Believe. I 

started reading stories 

from people that re-

vealed their personal 

experiences with spir-

itual inspiration. Of 

course, these stories 

could have been made 

up to sell the book. But 

as I read, I started to 

identify with the people 

and their feelings. I 

started to see things 

differently. A new per-

spective was developing 

with less cynicism and 

more trust. I started to 

feel better and more 

peaceful as I relaxed 

and let go of my defens-

es. 

So now I still believe 

that a Higher Power can 

restore me to sanity. I 

Of course, I never 

thought I lost my sani-

ty. Drinking or not 

drinking, I pretty much 

reacted logically. I had 

a job and relationships. 

I hadn’t been arrested. 

Not insanity, just liked 

to party. I worked hard 

and liked to party hard. 

But looking back, I 

know that the things I 

did, which perhaps 

were still within the 

confines of the law 

mostly, were self-

destructive. And most 

poor behaviors that did 

not involve punish-

ment, were mostly 

about not getting 

caught, yet. 

So I found AA and after 

truly becoming aware 

that I was powerless 

over alcohol in Step 

One, I then had no 

where to turn. If truly 

powerless, am I to remain 

a victim to alcohol forev-

er? No, because that is 

when Step 2 came in and 

took me on a path to re-

covery.  

Initially, the part about 

being restored to sanity 

was bothersome. But as I 

looked at behaviors and 

sacrifices I made in order 

to continue to drink, it 

really was a bit crazy. 

Working extra jobs since 

college so I would have 

money to drink. Staying 

out too late because I 

was drinking and then 

having to suffer through 

the workday until I could 

go home and sleep or 

Step Two: “Came to believe that a Power greater than 

ourselves could restore us to sanity."     
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pray for guidance and protection. I pray for the willingness to believe. I pray for sobriety and for peo-

ple in my life. I pray for the willingness to want to and to be able to help people. I want to contribute 

and to make the world a better place now.  I still don ’t understand a Higher Power. But what I under-

stand that when I am willing to beam protection. I pray for the willingness to believe. I pray for sobrie-

ty and for people in my life. I pray for the willingness to want to and to be able to help people. I want 

to contribute and to make the world a better place now.  I still don ’t understand a Higher Power. But 

what I understand that when I am willing to beam willing to believe, I feel better. My life runs more 

smoothly. I can manage the hardships with more grace and acceptance.  

 

Thank you. 

Denise D. 

Kihei 

  

 

The Spiritual Rewards of Step 2 

Embracing Step 2 can lead to profound spiritual growth. It encourages trust, connection, and a sense of 

purpose. By surrendering control and cultivating faith in a Higher Power, I find greater clarity, resili-

ence, and inner peace. Step 2 lays the foundation for the rest of the 12 steps, fostering a life of recovery, 

balance, and spiritual fulfillment. 

Step 2 is not just about belief—it’s about action. It’s an invitation to grow spiritually by opening my 

heart and mind to new possibilities. By embracing this step, I take a vital step toward recovery, embark-

ing on a journey of personal transformation and spiritual awakening. 

             anon 
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What is Intergroup? 
Maui A.A. Intergroup is a committee of representatives from A.A.® 
groups in Maui County. Each group has the right and is encouraged to 
elect an Intergroup Representative to carry their group conscience to the 
Intergroup meeting held each month. Intergroup provides services for all 
groups which would be too much for individual groups to handle by 
themselves. Much of this work is coordinated through Central Office.  

 

2025 Meeting Dates: January 11, February 8, March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14, July 12, August 9,  
September 13, October 11, November 8, December 13  
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“Practical experience shows that 
nothing will so much insure im-
munity from drinking as inten-
sive work with other alcoholics. 
It works when other activities 

fail.” — Alcoholics Anonymous, 
page 8  

 
Calling women to be of service 

through H&I 
Please contact Regina if  

interested 
info@aamaui.org 

 

Do you have a pet that deserves to 
be in the spotlight? Whether it’s a 
loyal dog, a curious cat, a playful par-
rot, or even a charming bearded 
dragon, we want to hear all about  
them. 

Send us the following: Your pet’s 
name, A brief story about your pet, A 
high-quality photo (or two!) 

Email your submissions to                 
info@aamaui.org 

Don’t miss the chance to show off 
your beloved companion and bright-
en everyone’s day with their charm! 

We can’t wait to meet your amazing 

pets! 
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      Where to Send Contributions: 

Contributions to Maui Intergroup 

Make checks payable to:  

Maui AA (include Group name, #) 

70 Central Ave, Suite #1, Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Members may contribute online  

CLICK HERE 

 

Contributions to Districts 

Make checks payable to: 

each individual District, include Group name, # 

Kihei District #11      P.O. Box 815, Puunene, HI 96784 

No Ka Oi District #5  P.O. Box 843, Puunene, HI 96784 

 TriIsland District #13  P.O. Box 11814, Lahaina, HI 96761 

 

Contributions to GSO 

Make checks payable to:   

GENERAL FUND 

General Service Office   

PO BOX 2407 

James A Farley Station 

New York, NY 10116-2407 

 

Contributions to Hawaii Area 17 

Make checks payable to:  

Hawaii Area Committee (include Group name, #) 

Hawaii Area Committee    

PO Box 1413  Honolulu, HI 96806 

The Seventh Tradition 

states:  

 “Every A.A. group ought to  

be fully self-supporting,  

declining outside  

Contributions...”   

While contributions cover 

each group's rent and other 

expenses,  

the Seventh  

Tradition is essential 

at every level of A.A. ser-

vice.  

It is both a privilege and a 

responsibility for groups 

and members to ensure 

that not only their group, 

but also their intergroup/

central office, local ser-

vices, district, area, and the 

General Service Office re-

main self-supporting. This 

keeps  

A.A. free of outside influ-

ences that might divert us 

from our  

primary purpose —  

to help the  alcoholic who 

still suffers.  

- source aa.org 

 

https://www.aa.org/aa-contributions-self-support
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Meeting Guide is a 
free-of-charge 
meeting finder app. 
The app helps people 
find A.A. meetings and 
resources near them. 
A.A. service entities 
provide the meeting 
data for the app. 
Meeting Guide is 
available for iOS and 
Android smartphones. 
Meeting Guide syncs 
with area, district, 
intergroup/central 
offices and 
international general 
service office websites, 
relaying meeting 
information from more 
than 400 A.A. service 
entities directly to the 
app.  

 

More Information/Island Contacts 

Maui Intergroup Announcements 
Mahalo to our Maui AA Fellowship for  

helping to carry the message! 

 

 

Oahu AA  

808. 946. 1438 

oahuaa.org 

 

Kaua’i AA  

808. 245. 6677 

kauaiaa.org 

West Hawai’i AA (Kona)  

808. 329. 1212 

westhawaiiaa.org 

 

East Hawai’i AA (Hilo & Puna)  

808. 961. 6133 

easthawaiiaa.org 

We are looking for a host group for  
Founders Day 2025 

 
Sunday, June 8 2025 at the Cameron Center 

 
Contact Central Office for more details: 
808-244-9673 
info@aamaui.org 

https://oahuaa.org/
https://kauaiaa.org/
https://www.westhawaiiaa.org/
http://easthawaiiaa.org/
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NEWS from 2025 Area17 Orientation Assembly 



 

 

                           

  T R A D I T I O N  T W O :  

 “For our group purpose, there is but one authority- a loving God as he may express himself in 

our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they don’t govern.”  

P A G E  9  

  

Personally, I love how the traditions often expand on the steps.  

Tradition2 is no different. First things first, Alcoholics Anonymous does not require our members to believe in 
God.  How is this possible when the word “GOD” is written in this tradition itself?  

I have witnessed my fellow AAs “clamor over this and that,” and while I choose to call my Higher Power God, I do 
not wish to debate  those  with agnostic leanings here.  

What I can share, based on my experience in AA, is that our society  works exactly as “God” would have it.  

To borrow from page 417, in the story “Acceptance”- “nothing, absolutely nothing happens in God’s world by 
mistake.”  

Perhaps Tradition2 is just the right place for unruly, intolerant alcoholics to expand their spiritual consciousness 
and understanding.  

For the alcoholic, it is just that. Acceptance and accepting that despite our differences, there is a common quan-
tum thread that unites us all- whether we like it or not - “...like people on a sinking ship” BB pg 152.  

The latter part of the tradition is a wonderful nod to “The Spirit of Rotation.”  

Thank God for longtimers who encouraged and lovingly “voluntentold” me to get into service and action.   

It’s a funny thing working with others, especially other alcoholics. I am blessed with an overabundance of oppor-
tunities to grow spiritually, usually after quite a bit of necessary ego deflation.   And AA is a worldclass spiritual 
classroom. 

Working the steps with a sponsor, my life continues to expand as my relationship with a higher power 
evolves.   Symbiotically, the steps also somehow work me in a succinct but not always elegant system of checks 
and balances- a bone crushing juggernaut that somehow builds character upon an unshakeable foundation. 

Despite myself, I am learning to love myself (and others) unconditionally and unapologetically through working 
with others in Alcoholics Anonymous.            

           In Loving service, RdJ  

 

March focus on Step 3 and Tradition 3!  

The Serenity Gazette is your newsletter. Please feel free to share. If you would like to share a story with us, please 
keep in mind that we need to receive it at least 10 days prior to publication. Publication is on the 2nd Saturday of 

each month. The Serenity Gazette welcomes articles on every aspect of recovery in Alcoholics Anonymous. We are al-
ways glad to get stories about any topic having to do with staying sober and helping others. In addition, we always 

welcome articles about the Traditions and the Twelve Steps. Suggested length is anywhere from one sentence to one 
page, typewritten. Include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Please keep a copy of your work because 

manuscripts cannot be returned. Refer to our Submission Guidelines for more information.  
Email the article to info@aamaui.org  



 

Share your meeting space! 
Include your group name and location. 

Email:  info@aamaui.org 
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1. Do I criticize or do I trust and support my group officers, AA committees and 

office workers? Newcomers? Old-timers? 
 
2. Am I absolutely trustworthy, even in secret, with AA Twelfth Step jobs or other 
AA responsibilities? 
 
3. Do I look for credit in my AA jobs, praise for my AA ideas? 
 
4. Do I often feel the need to "save face" in group discussions, or can I yield in 
good spirit to the group conscience and work along with it? 
 
5. Although I have been sober a few years, am I still willing to serve my turn with 
AA chores? 
 
6. Do I complain about the decisions that my group makes, even though I do not 

attend the business meetings where these decisions are made? 

These questions were originally published in the AA Grapevine in 
conjunction with a series on the Twelve Traditions that began in 

November 1969 and ran through September 1971. While they were 
originally intended primarily for individual use, many AA groups have 

since used them as a basis for wider discussion. 
 

Practice These Principles....  

 
 

“For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority—a 
loving God as He may express Himself in our group conscience. 
Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern. “ 
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Maui AA Intergroup Meeting Summary  January 11, 2025 
 

CONVENE:  6:00 p.m. 
 
OPENING:  Serenity Prayer, Maui AA Intergroup Preamble. 
 
Introduction:  Steering Committee and Intergroup Representatives. 
 
PRESENT:  Mark, Chair; Jimmy Jamez, Vice-Chair; Kevin, Treasurer; Kim, Recording Secretary; Regina, Central Office 
Manager; Elizabeth, Ellen, Teri, Denise, Bonnie, Tracey, Pamela, Bernie, Matthew, Livit, Brooks, Pat.   
 
MOTION:  - To accept the minutes of the December mtg. - APPROVED 
 
REPORTS  
Service Position Monthly Report: 

• Steering Committee Report-  Mark. 

o Steering Committee meeting was held Monday, Jan. 6.  When asked, it was explained that the meeting is gener-

ally held at Central Office, the Monday before the monthly Intergroup meeting, and is primarily to set the agenda. 

o Mark drafts the Intergroup Meeting agendas. 

o Travel was approved to send Jimmy Jamez to the Area meeting (Jan. 25-26). 

o David attended the meeting to help the team transition. 

• Recording Secretary – Kim: Off to a good start.  Will create a new summary minutes template. 

• Treasurer’s Report – Kevin  

▪ Published in January `25 edition of the Maui Serenity Gazette (pg. 10). 

• Calendar year Ending Balance $18,142.15. 

• Prudent Reserve $15, 518.69. 

▪ Note: Had to pay Cameron Center $50 fee to reset the room.  Need to take care to do correctly 

in the future. 

MOTION: Accept Treasurer’s Report – Teri/Matthew  APPROVED. 
 

• Central Office Manager’s/Serenity Gazette –  Regina 

o We have two new meetings: Saturdays on Lanai and Wednesdays in Keanae/Hana.  Check the website 

for more information. 

o Lost the Coffee Break meeting.  Will end in two weeks. 

o Placed a book order for new service manuals. 

o New  Big Book - Plain Language is on back order. Non-substantive revisions are being made to the 2
nd

 

edition. 

o Serenity Gazette is available online and can be emailed to individuals by request. 

o Interest in revamp?  (sorry, Kim cannot remember what this in her notes is about) 

o Asked for volunteers for Step 2/Tradition 2 for next addition.  Asked everyone to promote submissions at 

all meetings we go to. 

• Hawaii Area or Maui District reports/Standing Service3 Committee reports – no one in attendance. 

 
Intergroup Representative Group Reports:   

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 



 

• Kim - Club 449 – Acceptance:  All good. 

• Ellen - KMS: All good.  Meeting well attended.  Printing new cards 

• Matthew – Wailuku Group: Real good meeting.  Well attended. 

• Bonnie – Sisters of Sobriety: Meeting attendance approx. 20 people; all positions filled except Secretary.  It was 

mentioned that District can also help with $ to send GSR to off-island meetings. 

• Bernie – Upcountry Sunrise – Back in action! Broks mentioned all positions are filled except coffee person.  

• Denise – Sober & Crazy:  Reminded this is the Noon Wed. meeting at Good Shepherd.  Used to be Mon-Fri.  

Attendees are mostly those getting court cards signed.  Could use some old-timers. Struggling with service posi-

tions.  Pass the word.   

• Livit -  Women’s AA: Well-attended meeting with at least 20 women each week.  Serving the alcoholic at the 

group level. 

• Pamela and Tracey (outgoing) – TTOSBT Online:  Good meeting, but does struggle for new attendees;  all posi-

tions will be filled when soon to be filled GSR person comes aboard. 

• Teri – New Awakenings:  Big book study, line by line, followed by discussion including cross-talk; all positions 

filled; still a small group 

• Elizabeth -  High in the Sky:  Well-attended outdoor meeting.  Looking for an alternate GSR. 

OLD BUSINESS  

• Bank Change – Regina is the accountant and Kevin and Regina will be signatores. 

NEW BUSINESS  

• Central Office Bash  

o This is a gathering to show gratitude for Central Office. 

o Sponsored by Intergroup 

o March 15 no good as there is going to be a Women’s retreat that weekend. 

o Community centers may be busy due to spring break. 

o There was a motion made by Kevin/Ellen, but that was probably not necessary.  All agreed with 

one abstention. 

• Discussion regarding the replacement of a card at the office to use Grapevine copyright approved word-

ing.  TABLED. 

• Jimmy Jamez received a phone call from Sam (39 yrs.) whose sister Riki (41 yrs.) has cancer.  Tracey 

will be looking into this more. 

Take Back to Groups: 

• Looking to increase old-timer and member w/ some time attendance at the Sober & Crazy meeting to support 

newcomers.   

• Two new meetings: Lanai and Hana. 

• Suggest/offer Gazette.  Articles should be sent to Central Office 10 days in advance of each edition.  Articles for 

Steps and Traditions can be sent anytime and held for future use if necessary. 

• Central Office bash. 

• Plain Language edition update. 

 

Seventh Tradition Collection: Done. 
 
Next Meeting:  February 8, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.  

Maui AA Intergroup Minutes January 11, 2025 cont. 
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INFLOW: January   

Total Group Contributions this month: $4,388.34 

XMAS Alkathon (remaining) $271.00  

New Years ALKATHON $509.50  

Literature sales $468.20  

TOTAL INFLOW THIS MONTH $5,637.04  

YEAR TO DATE INFLOW $5,637.04  

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

Haran Development (rent) $525.00 

Manager salary (1/2 Jan) $642.33 

Area Assembly Registration  (Jimmy James) $35.00 

Parking expenses (Jimmy James) $48.00 

Grapevine Store Book Order $209.69 

Transportation to Area Assembly (Jimmy James) $179.60 

CPA Services (Jeanna T)  $200.00 

Payroll Taxes (November 2024) $316.68 

MOBI (Office Cell Phone) $29.64 

Hawaiian Telecom (Call Forwarding Service) $25.84 

AAWS (literature) $47.00 

AAWS (literature) $415.79 

IRS Federal Withholding (payroll tax) $316.68 
Hartford TDI (Temp Disability Insurance Premi-
um) $23.69 

HUI Claims (Q4 2024 Unemployment Tax) $35.24 

TDI (temp disability insurance renewal) $250.00 

DCCA (ODC Filing) $11.00 

Spectrum (Internet) $86.27 

Manager salary  (last 1/2 Jan) $642.33 

TOTAL OUTFLOW THIS MONTH $4,039.78 

YEAR TO DATE OUTFLOW $4,039.78 

THIS MONTH NET INFLOW: $1,597.26  

YEAR TO DATE NET INFLOW: $1,597.26  

ENDING BANK BALANCE $19,739.41  

Prudent Reserve $15,518.69 

 CONTRIBUTING  GROUPS January 2025 YTD 

11th Step Meditation Kihei $156.50  $156.50  

11th Step Meditation Pukalani $70.00  $70.00  

Aloha Friday     

Acceptance Group     

Anonymous Contributions $33.32  $33.32  

Awakenings     

At Some of These We Balked     

Back to Basics     

Big Book (online/zoom)     

Can Do Maui-Lahaina Group     

CDM Men's Stag North Shore     

CDM Mens Stag Kihei $63.02  $63.02  

Conscious Contact     

Club 449/Acceptance     

Dawn Patrol     

Emotional Sobriety $1,000.00  $1,000.00  

A Group of Drunks (YP)     

Gold Diggers     

Hair of the Dog     

Hana Group     

Happy Hour $602.50  $602.50  

High In The Sky     

Intergroup - Monthly Meeting $30.00  $30.00  

Kahana Spinners     

Kihei Sunday Beach Group $126.43  $126.43  

Kihei Morning Serenity     

K'ue Meeting     

Ladies Night - Lahaina     

Lahaina Whalers     

L.I.T.S. Living in the Solution $82.00  $82.00  

Maui Sunset $179.99  $179.99  

Misfit Toys     

Maui Strong     

New Awakening     

No Ka Oi Group     

Ohana Group $940.41  $940.41  

Online Member Contributions     

Paniolo Group $503.11  $503.11  

S. A. M. Meeting     

Turning Point $20.40  $20.40  

Saturday Night Speakers     

Spinners $300.00  $300.00  

(A) Spiritual Awakening     

Sober & Crazy     

 Sober Wahine               $40.00              $40.00 

Something Better Than Gold     

Sisters of Sobriety     

To Thine Own Self Be True $240.66  $240.66  

TTOSB (online)     

Twelve by Twelve/12x12 (online)     

Upcountry Sunset     

Upon Awakening     

Upcountry Sunrise     

Womens AA Meeting (online)     

Wailuku Group     

Wake Up Call     

We Agnostics     

Womens AA Way of Life     

MONTHLY TOTAL $4,388.34  $4,388.34 
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Thank You to our 

Central Office 

Volunteers! 

 
Office: ann, Jimmy 

James, Andrea 

 

Phones: Bill D., Kimo, 

PAMELA, KRISTINA,  

Jim H., MATTY, Jimmy 

James. 

Keep Coming Back 
Contact Maui Serenity Gazette 

808-244-9673 

70 Central Ave., Suite 1, Wailuku, HI 96793 

The Maui Serenity Gazette is published monthly in electronic format in an effort to keep costs down.. 

We also print a number of copies for those without computers. See your Intergroup Rep for a free copy. 

To register for FREE email delivery, send your email address to: info@aamaui.org .  

The Gazette is also online at: aamaui.org/gazette 

You can contribute articles on any A.A. subject. Anything you wish to submit should be received by the 

end of each month to be included the next month. Full Submission Guidelines are also on the website 

listed above. 

Articles are not intended to be statements of A.A. policy, nor does publication of any article imply endorsement 
by either AA or the Maui Serenity Gazette. Please submit any criticism or suggestions without hesitation.    
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https://aamaui.org/contact/

