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STEP FIVE

Admitted to God, to
ourselves, and to an-
other human being the
exact nature of our
wrongs.

TRADITION FIVE

Each group has but
one primary purpose—
to carry its message to

the alcoholic who

still suffers.

CONCEPT FIVE

Throughout our struc-
ture, a traditional
"Right of Appeal”

ought to prevail, so
that minority opinion
will be heard and per-
sonal grievances re-
ceive careful consider-
ation.
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Responsibility
Statement

| am responsible,
when anyone, anywhere,
reaches out for help,
| want the hand of AA
always to be there,
and for that
| am responsible.

&
Events

TO VIEW MORE EVENTS IN JUNE,
SEE OUR WEBSITE: AAMAUL.ORG

Sat, June 6 — MICYPAA Beach Bonfire
Meeting—every first Sat. starting at 5p,
meeting at 6p Makena, see website

Sat, June 13 - lao Picnic—every second
Sat. starting at 11am - food and fellowship,
hosted by Dawn Patrol, see website

June 20 — MICYPAA All Day Event! 9a-8p,
Kanaha Beach Park—see website for more
info
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A DIFFERENCE

VOLUNTEER
NOW

Maui Central Office

NEEDS.:
Remote
Phone
volunteers
&
In-Office
volunteers

for information email Central Office

info@aamaui.org
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MRADILIONIENVE:

"Each group has but one primary purpose—
to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.”

You know, our singleness of purpose is the one unifying principle ensuring our self-preservation.

Allhuman beings undergo some form of suffering; we are not especially unique as alcoholics. What is
unique is our gratefulness for “the way out” that has been discovered for us. In my own experience,
recovery in AA can be distilled into two solutions. In one hand, | firmly grasp the paradox of abstinence
— the daily practice of staying stopped. In the other, | loosely hold a spiritual life grounded in humility,
earnest seeking, and the continual reinforcement of a beginner’s mind. Sobriety and spirituality: | can-
not have one without the other. | must join my hands.

Yet the chief element in the survival of both myself and the fellowship is the spearhead quality of pass-
ing it on to the next alcoholic. In the 12x12, itis called our “one high mission.” The spiritual importance
of a unified purpose is that the transmission of the original miracle remains resolute and unfettered.
We are morally obligated to stick to the business of carrying sobriety alone.

Our individual homages to sobrietas may prevail in the outside world only if we exercise restraint with-
in and maintain the integrity of this tradition and the others. A threefold dynamic exists: steadfast obe-
dience to sobriety, abiding within a spiritual life, and the motion of love made visible through passing it
on. Like anything else, our work is defined by force and direction. Distance made good cannot afford
the parasitic drains of veering off course.

- Elijah
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Taking Inventory After the Storm

There is something about a storm on Maui that quiets all illusion of control. The brown floodwaters move
across the land, and the mind immediately wants to judge what it sees — damage, disorder, loss. It wants
to call the moment ugly. It wants to forget that what is most true is often hidden beneath the surface of what
appears. But when | become still, when | return to the breath, when | let myself be fully here, | can feel
something deeper than what my eyes first tell me.

Maui is still here.

Beneath the brown water, beneath the mud and debris, beneath the heaviness of the storm, the beauty of
this island remains untouched. The sacredness is still here. The mana is still here. The mountains still keep
watch. The ocean still breathes its ancient rhythm. The heart of the island has not been washed away. It is
only, for a moment, concealed.

Presence makes room for all of it.

It makes room for sorrow without letting sorrow become the whole story. It makes room for the shock of
what has been disturbed, while also trusting what is quietly alive underneath. The storm is real. The flooding
is real. But so is the life beneath it. So is the healing already beginning in ways | cannot yet fully see.

And | think about Step Four — that searching and fearless look at what is true. Not to create shame, but to
clear away illusion. To see where fear lives. To see where resentment tries to take hold. To notice where |
want life to look different than it does right now. The flood outside can stir the flood within. It can reveal the
places in me that still cling, still resist, still want to control what was never mine to control.

Aloha asks me to meet even that with honesty and love.

Not by pretending everything is fine. Not by turning away from pain. But by staying soft enough to let truth
rise. Step Four teaches me that healing begins when | stop hiding from what is there. And aloha reminds
me that | can look gently, with compassion, without condemning myself or the world. | can take inventory of
my fear and still remain in love. | can see the mud clearly and still trust the life beneath it.

And this island knows how to return.

After the storm, the water will recede. The sun will come through again. And from the drenched earth, the
green will rise — lush, vibrant, unmistakably alive. The foliage that follows the storm carries its own kind of
wisdom. It does not fight what came before it. It simply grows. It receives what the storm has given and
transforms it into life.

There is comfort in that.

What looks overwhelmed today may become even more alive tomorrow. What seems buried may still be
beautiful. What appears lost may simply be waiting for the right moment to reemerge.

So | sit with Maui today as she is — flooded, brown, shaken, sacred. | sit with the beauty that is visible and
the beauty that is hidden. | sit with a willingness to look honestly at my own heart, to take inventory without
fear, and to let love have the final word. | sit with trust in the green that will come after. And | remember that
beneath all passing forms, beneath every storm, love remains.

Gary G.
Dawn Patrol
Wailuku, HI
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SINERREIE:

"Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the
exact nature of our wrongs.”

| have been in Alcoholics Anonymous for around 35 years, sober 17 years ... so you do the math. My journey
in recovery has included 3 or 4 different home groups, 5 or 6 sponsors, and about as many times doing a 5th
step.

My very first time doing the steps was with my sponsor Linda - who | picked only because she had been sober
for over 2 years, per the direction of the treatment program | was just released from. Treatment centers were
big business, insurance was paying well for inpatient treatment, and my home group had a great deal of
members who had been through a “spin dry” and, in hindsight, put their own spin on the steps. | was reading
the big book, but my sponsor was involved with a group who believed in writing an autobiography as our 4th
step, so when | did my 5th step with my sponsor | started as young as | could remember and went all the way
to the present ... I'm sure a mind-numbing way to spend an evening for my sponsor. | don’t recall any input
from her, any reflection about my part - which | now know is a HUGE part of my 5th step. | relapsed shortly
after, and in talking with the bleeding deacons of the group they asked how long my 4th step was, how old |
was, did some special recovery math and decided | hadn’t been honest enough, hadn’t written enough.

| moved on to different sponsors, did the steps directly out of the big book, out of the 12 x 12, and even with
a group who had a work sheet for each step. | truly believed | was doing the best | could at the time and | did
stay sober for 10 years at one point.

Sharing my 5th step with women | trusted, and being as honest as | could, changed my life. I’'m grateful for
each sponsor | had the privilege of working with and for every time | did the steps in any fashion. I’'ve learned
from my experience that doing a 5th step is best done after a thorough and honest 4th step, written as if no
one is ever going to see it but you, and sharing with someone who is trusted, understanding, and is willing to
go on the journey with you.

| recently did a 5th step with my current sponsor, and just like most things in my life, | thought | knew it all. |
did not expect to learn anything new about myself or gain any insights on my behavior because it was stuff
that was over 15 years ago. I've been to therapy around it, sat in groups, journaled, read books, and discussed
it ad-nauseam with friends, so doing a 5th step with my sponsor (no matter how amazing she is) | didn’t ex-
pect any ‘ah-ha’ moments. Boy was | wrong! | learned one more time that sharing with a woman | trust, who
is sober, has a sponsor, and uses her sponsor can still be life changing. | had written my 4th step with honesty,
as if no one but me would read it, and once again was blessed with the absolute power and magic of this pro-
gram.

The time spent doing my 5" step brought an incredible amount of clarity. This was a result of her identifying
with me, seeing my part, understanding the what/why | did what | did, and finding my way to forgiveness was
incredibly powerful. It really is simple ... work the steps, all 12 in order, keep your side of the street clean, and
you will create a life beyond your wildest dreams.

-Trish T.
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The Seventh Tradition
states:

“Every A.A. group ought to
be fully self-supporting,
declining outside

Contributions...”
While contributions cover
each group's rent and other
expenses,
the Seventh
Tradition is essential

at every level of A.A. ser-

vice.

It is both a privilege and a
responsibility for groups
and members to ensure

that not only their group,

but also their intergroup/
central office, local ser-
vices, district, area, and the

General Service Office re-

main self-supporting. This

keeps

A.A. free of outside influ-

ences that might divert us

from our

primary purpose —

to help the alcoholic who
still suffers.

- source aa.org
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Where to Send Contributions:

Contributions to Maui Intergroup
Make checks payable to:
Maui AA (include Group name, #)
70 Central Ave, Suite #1, Wailuku, HI 96793

Members may contribute online
CLICK HERE

Contributions to Districts
Make checks payable to:
each individual District, include Group name, #
Kihei District #11  P.O. Box 815, Puunene, Hl 96784
No Ka Qi District #5 P.O. Box 843, Puunene, HI 96784
Trilsland District #13 P.O. Box 11814, Lahaina, HI 96761

Contributions to GSO
Make checks payable to:
GENERAL FUND
General Service Office
PO BOX 2407
James A Farley Station
New York, NY 10116-2407

Contributions to Hawaii Area 17
Make checks payable to:
Hawaii Area Committee (include Group name, #)
Hawaii Area Committee
PO Box 1413 Honolulu, HI 96806

AHALQ,



https://www.aa.org/aa-contributions-self-support
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Maui AA Intergroup

News/Announcements

Most A.A. members participate by going to meetings at
their local groups. But there are many opportunities for ser-
vice in A.A., and most of us have found that volunteering to
do service improves the quality of our recovery. We freely
share our time and talent in an effort to stay sober and carry
the message of Alcoholics Anonymous to those who are
suffering from alcoholism. In other words, you get what you
give.

More Information/Island Contacls

free-of-charge
meeting finder

app-
A5 R el bl Oahu AA West Hawai'i AA (Kona)
ar:\d resonrces near

them. A.A. service

entities provide the 808 946 1438 808 32.9 1212

meeting data for the

app. Meeting Guide is ..

available for i0S and oahuaa.org westhawaiiaa.org

Android smartphones.

Meeting Guide syncs

with area, district,

intergroup/central

offices and L. e .

international general Kaua'i AA East Hawai'i AA (Hilo & Puna)
service office

websites, relaying

meeting information 808. 245. 6677 808. 961. 6133

from more than 400

A.A. service entities

directly to the app. kauaiaa.org easthawaiiaa.org



https://oahuaa.org/
https://kauaiaa.org/
https://www.westhawaiiaa.org/
http://easthawaiiaa.org/
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Maui AA Intergroup Meeting Summary
April 11, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 pm by Chair — Mark
Opened with Serenity Prayer and A.A. Preamble. 4th Tradition share by Jody (GSR — Sober Wahine.)

PRESENT:

Steering: Mark— Chair; Jimmy James— Alt Chair; Kevin M- Treasurer; Jeanna — Secretary; Michelle — Interim Office Mgr
Intergroup Reps: Bill- Maui Sunset; Francoise— Saturday Speakers; Bonnie- Sisters in Sobriety; Deborah — Kihei Morn-
ing Serenity; Terry — A New Awakening; Livit — Women’s AA Way of Life; Karen —Sober & Crazy; Trish — TTOSBT Zoom;
Ann (Upcountry Sunrise); Carl (Kihei Beach Group); Amy (High in the Sky); Jack (To Thine Own Self Be True); Mike
(Friday Night Young People.)

District/Area reps: Elijah — Alt DCM, District 5; Tim — DCM — No Ka Oi District 5; Pat — Alt DCM — Sober & Crazy; Jody —
GSR — Sober Wahine; Members: Michael

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES: Motion/Second by Deborah (Kihei Morning Serenity) and Carl
(Kihei Beach Grp) and passed to accept the 3/21 minutes.

INTERGROUP REPRESENTATIVE GROUP REPORTS:

e Francois — Saturday Speakers: There have been many newcomers lately.

e Bonnie — Sisters in Sobriety: Good attendance, with a mix of new/old sobriety; splits made this past month. 10 Big
Books went missing from meeting place.

e Terry— A New Awakening: About ten people attend on average, positions filled. All is going well.

o Livit—Women’s AA Way of Life: Allis going well; Alt-IG and Alt-GSR positions open; GSR travel is cutting into
group’s ability to make splits — group is considering ways to reduce outgo for GSR travel.

e Karen—Sober & Crazy: Lots of court card attendees with sincere shares, along with many longtimers; Literature
position may be coming open, all others filled.

e Deborah -- Kihei Morning Serenity: Several positions remain open for in-person and Zoom meetings.

e Bill— Maui Sunset: All is well, still 7 days/wk.

e Kevin M — Maui Strong (reporting for Wally): The group has moved to War Memorial Stadium parking lot on the
tennis court side, due to the lights being turned off at their previous location. Still Friday at 7 pm.

e Mike — Friday Night young People: The group meets at the Bridge Club in Kihei, with attendance up/down. GSR,
IGR, Secty, Treas positions filled, but some open.

e Anne - Upcountry Sunrise: New to the position, nothing to report at this time.

e Trish—TTOSBT Zoom: Meets 6 days/wk on Zoom, 7:30 am. Changed sobriety requirement to 3 months (was 6
mos) to help fill positions.

e Jody (GSR) -- Sober Wahine: All positions filled. Been working on agenda items for Inform the Delegate.

e Carl—Kihei Beach Group: Group meets on grass of Kam Ill, 9 am Sundays. Maui County will soon restrict parking to
residents only until 10 am, so they’re trying to figure out how to deal with that.

e Amy—High in the Sky: Coffee maker position is open. Allis well.

e Jack—To Thine Own Self Be True: Group needs a GSR and permanent IG Rep. Asked about using Venmo for splits
to GSO, IG, etc.; it was suggested by others that someone in the group use their personal Venmo acct for 7% Tradi-
tion.

OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT — Michelle (Interim CO Mgr):

e Maui Intergroup is accepting resumes for the position of Central Office Manager. The qualifications and job re-
guirements are posted on the AA Maui website. People interested in the position can email their cover letter and
resume to info@aamaui.org. Prior to coming to Central Office, members should check the website and call the
office first to make sure someone is here at the office.

e Although Maui Intergroup has a PayPal account, we prefer that groups pay their 7™ Tradition splits to Intergroup
via cash or check. This avoids the 2-3% PayPal service fee. The PayPal account is mostly intended for individual

Continued on next page ...


mailto:info@aamaui.org
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Continued from previous page ...

member contributions. There was a brief discussion of how PayPal works vs. Venmo.

e Volunteers are needed on Wednesdays (10 am — 1 pm) to work at Central Office, answering phones and provid-
ing A.A. literature as needed to groups. Volunteers also needed Mon-Fri 1 pm to 10 am the next morning to an-
swer phone calls remotely. Phone rarely rings at night, during the day it’s often someone asking for directions to
a mtg. Back-up volunteers also needed for all Central Office shifts to cover for vacations, illness, etc.

e Trish (TTOSBT Zoom) volunteered to write an article on Step 5 for the Serenity Gazette. Elijah (Alt DCM, No Ka
Oi) will write an article on Tradition 5.

HAWAII AREA/MAUI DISTRICT/STANDING SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORTS: Elijah (Alt DCM, District 5) deferred to
District 5 DCM Tim. Tim reports that District 5 needs help with serving meals for the Inform the Delegate Assembly
starting 8 am on April 18-19 at Hannibal Tavares Community Center in Pukalani. Please show up to help in any way
you can. Several District 5 meetings will be dropped from the GSO meeting app unless someone claims them, as GSO
requires a contact:

Saturday Night Speakers; Hair of the dog; New Awakening; At Some of These We Balk; 11 am Meditation Mtg
(Upcountry.) Text Tim at (360) 672-4279.

TREASURER’S REPORT- Kevin: See report for month of April.
e We now have a checking and a savings account at Bank of Hawaii, with the Central Pacific Bank savings acct
closed.
Motion/Second by Jack (TTOSBT) and Livit (Women’s AA Way of Life) and passed to accept the Treasurer’s Re-
port.

STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT — Mark:

e We signed, notarized and returned the Disclaimer Notice to the Trustee of Sylvia W’s estate, confirming that
Maui AA Intergroup disclaims all funds over and above the $12,500 already received in December 2025. The re-
mainder of the $600,000 bequest will be split evenly among the other nonprofits named in Sylvia’s will.

e We need a host group for Founders Day — please take back to your groups.

e We transferred $5,500 from checking to savings to achieve a prudent reserve of six months of expenses.

e We need volunteers, especially for phones outside of office hours.

A reminder that all are welcome to our Steering Committee meetings — see below for day/time.

TAKE BACK TO GROUPS:
e Our next Intergroup-sponsored event will be Founders’ Day — ideally, June 6™ or 13", but other June dates are
OK.

e Maui AA Intergroup is accepting resumes for Central Office Manager. See website for details.
Service Opportunities: Office Volunteers needed Wednesdays 10a-1pm; backup volunteers (office, phones, etc.)
also needed; Serenity Gazette articles needed.
e Steering Committee Meeting, 2 pm or TBA on the Monday before the Intergroup meeting.

Next Intergroup meeting is Saturday, May 9%, 6 pm at Good Shepherd Church, Wailuku.

Respectfully submitted, Jeanna T, Secretary
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RE: ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS

Our online contribution page was intended for indvidual
member contributions only.

WHY?

Online payment processing fees reduce the total amount Intergroup receives.

Online payment processing fees also increase with the size of the contribution. Since AA groups
typically contribute larger amounts than individual members, Maui AA Intergroup respectfully asks

groups to submit contributions directly whenever possible.

To ensure your group's full contribution reaches Maui AA Intergroup, we kindly ask that all AA
group contributions be submitted directly by:

* Check
* Cash
* Mail

* In-Person Delivery

PLEASE SEND GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
MAUI AA INTERGROUP

70 Central Ave., STE 1
Wailuku, HI 96793

Mahalo, members and groups, for your generous contributions. You help
Maui Intergroup/Central Office carry the message to the alcoholic who still
suffers. Our Primary Purpose.
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CONTRIBUTING GROUPS April 2026 YTD
11th Step Meditation Kihei $1,053.57
11th Step Meditation Pukalani $50.00f [Starting Balance $18,104.57
Anonymous Contributions $50.00p  $462.65
IAt Some of These We Balked $0.00| Total Group Contributions this month: $1,423.78
Back to Basics $0.001 A pril Literature Sales $140.00
Big Book (online/zoom) $0.00
Can Do Maui-Lahaina Group $0.00 TOTAL INFLOW THIS MONTH $1,563.78
CDM Men's Stag North Shore $0.00
CDM Mens Stag Kihei §220.03 _$220.03 [ARTODATE INFLOW . RN
Club 449/Acceptance $94.80) OUTFLOW: April
Dawn Patrol $0.00
Emotional Sobriety $152.41  S$152.41 DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
Friendly Island Fellowship Hawaii Equity Management (rent) $625.00
(online-Molokai) $0.00]
HICYPAA $749.14 [Office Supplies (Air Conditioner) $400.80
Hana Group $0.00 Spectrum (Internet) $113.99
Hawaii AA Ohana -ONLINE $0.00 P2 '
High In The Sky $0.00]  |Hawaii State Withholding $268.3()
[ntergroup - Monthly Meeting $45.000 $125.00 ] )
Kalama Park Happy Hour $0.00 [RS Federal Withholding $572.14
(Molokai) L $1.260.
Kihei Sunday Beach Group $77.53]  $114.68]  |[Hawaii TDI (Insurance - Ist Quarter) $35.08
Kihei Morning Serenity $0.00]
K'ue Meeting $1,600.00] [CPA Services (quarterly) $522.5
Ladies Night - Lahaina $47.000  [TOTAL OUTFLOW THIS MONTH $3,797.83
Lahaina Whalers $0.00
L.I.T.S. Living in the Solution $0.00] [YEAR TO DATE OUTFLOW $23,870.14
Living Sober $65.67 .
Makawao Speaker Meeting $0.00 THIS MONTH NET INFLOW: ($2,234.05
Maui Sunset $362.78  §711.28] |[YEAR TO DATE NET INFLOW: ($11,149.76
Misfit Toys $0.00
Maui Strong $0.00 [ENDING BALANCE $15,870.524
New Awakening $0.00f  [Prudent Reserve $21,024.67
No Ka Oi Group $0.00;
Ohana group- Weds12p $219.00)
thne Member Contributions $146.03]  $146.03 Example of Suggested
Paia Pono $0.00 K 7
Paniolo Group $0.00] Group Contributions to
S. A. M. Meeting $0.00) A.A. Service Entities
Saturday Night Speakers $0.00;
Serenity (Molokai) $0.00 - 40-50% to Intergroup
Spinners . $0.00 - 20-30% to District
(A) Spiritual Awakening $0.00;
Sober & Crazy $50.00 - 10-20% to Area
Sober Wahine $40.00 o
Something Better Than Gold $390.80 - 10-20% to GSO
Sisters of Sobriety $90.00 $90.00
To Thin Oun SolfBe T 20
TTOSB (online) $67.47
Euzrgﬁftfmsm/e Lving (LD $§gi'gg Maui AA Intergroup thanks you

PESUTLY D : for your generous contributions!
Upcountry Sunset $0.00
Upcountry Sunrise $400.00) . . .
(Womens AA Meeting (online) $0.00; C Wil:thlogFf ol flnantaal.s;utoport,
Wailuku Group $80.00] _ $140.00) éntra e R LOBEREDROSElve
Wake Up Call $0.00 A.A. members and groups on Maui.
(Womens AA Way of Life $200.000  $200.00

MONTHLY TOTAL $1,423.78] $8,156.53
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Contact Maui Serenity Gazette
808-244-9673
70 Central Ave., Suite 1, Wailuku, HI 96793
The Maui Serenity Gazette is published monthly in electronic format in an effort to keep costs down..

We also print a number of copies for those without computers. See your Intergroup Rep for a free copy.
To register for FREE email delivery, send your email address to: info@aamaui.org .

The Gazette is also online at: aamaui.org/gazette

You can contribute articles on any A.A. subject. Anything you wish to submit should be received by the
end of each month to be included the next month. Full Submission Guidelines are also on the website
listed above.

Articles are not intended to be statements of A.A. policy, nor does publication of any article imply endorsement
by either AA or the Maui Serenity Gazette. In the spirit of fellowship, we welcome your suggestions and input.



https://aamaui.org/contact/

